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Styrofoam recycling 
available at special 
drop-off location

Styrofoam can now be dropped off for 
local recycling at a special location. Plastic 
Recycling, Inc. at 7601 Rockville Road 
in Indianapolis is accepting expanded 
polystyrene (EPS) foam, commonly called 
Styrofoam, for recycling! The drop-off bins 
are open 24/7, and residents are asked to 
take care that items don’t blow away as 
they are being loaded into the bins. All 
items must be clean, dry, and free of food 
waste. Accepted items include foam cups, 

packing materials, 
meat trays, and other foam packaging 
that shows the #6 inside the recycling 
symbol. No straws, lids, or foam packing 
peanuts are accepted. Please be aware 
that Styrofoam MUST be taken to this 
location if you want it recycled. It is 
NOT accepted in curbside bins or at the 
District recycling drop-off centers. Please 
place Styrofoam into the trash if you 
cannot drop it off for recycling at Plastic 
Recycling, Inc. Thank you!

Recycle the right way
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we lived in a world where everything we used 
could be recycled, composted, or reused forever? Unfortunately, we don’t 
quite have the technology for that to happen right now. Currently, only 
certain kinds of things are accepted for recycling in our area. And tossing 
non-recyclable items into the recycling bins really causes lots of problems. 
We need your help to show your friends and family how to recycle the right 
way. 

Follow these guidelines:

	● Collect food and drink cans, glass bottles and jars (green, clear, or 
brown only), plastic bottles and jugs, milk and soup cartons, paper, 
soft cover books, and boxes.

	● Check the size. Recyclables that go into the bin should be larger than a 
trading card or gift card.

	● Empty all food and beverage containers. Wipe or rinse them out. Allow 
containers to dry.

	● Keep caps ON plastic bottles and jugs.
	● Remove caps from glass bottles and jars.
	● If in doubt, toss it into the trash. 

Do NOT recycle these items curbside or at our drop-off locations:

	● Plastic trash bags and any other plastic bags or plastic wraps do not go 
into the bins. Take these to special drop-off boxes at grocery and home 
improvement stores for recycling.

	● Toys, dishes, and Styrofoam do not go into the bins.
	● Any plastics that held dangerous chemicals do not go into the bins.
	● Styrofoam is not accepted in bins. Take it to Plastic Recycling, Inc. at 

7601 Rockville Road in Indianapolis for recycling or throw it into the 
trash.

Recycle here:
Curbside recycling is available in Avon, Brownsburg, Danville, North 
Salem, Pittsboro, and Plainfield through local haulers. The District also 
operates four recycling drop-off centers: Lizton (177 W. Main Street), 
Stilesville (5745 US 40), Coatesville (50409 Mill Street), and North Salem (7 
W. Pearl Street).

If you have any questions, please use the Recycling Guide at www.
HendricksSolidWaste.com for our searchable list of acceptable recyclables. 
Working together, we can help take care of the only planet we have by 
recycling the right way!

Did you know?
If a container has the words “Caution, Warning, Danger, or Poison” 
on it, it should not be recycled. These containers should go in 
the trash if they are completely empty. Otherwise, they should be 
dropped off at one of the Solid Waste District’s Tox-Away Days. 

The first Tox-Away Day of 2020 will be held on Saturday,  
April 4, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Brownsburg High School. 
Please visit www.HendricksSolidWaste.com for accepted 
items, applicable fees, and additional Tox-Away dates.

LEGO® Replay makes it 
really easy to donate LEGOs
Like most toys, LEGOs cannot be recycled. In fact, there are tons of broken 
or unwanted plastic toys in landfills all over the world, and more are being 
added every day. This bothered the LEGO company so much that they 
decided to do two things about it. First, they promised to find a way to 
make their LEGO bricks out of something that is much better for the planet 
by the year 2030. Next, they created a new program called LEGO Replay, 
which allows kids and adults to donate their unwanted LEGOs to charity.

Donating with LEGO Replay is easy. Just go to their website, www.lego.
com/en-us/campaigns/replay, and print a free shipping label. You will 
need a shipping label 
for each box you want 
to donate. Box up your 
unwanted LEGOs and 
mail them off for free. 
The LEGOs go to a 
workshop in Alabama 
where employees sort, 
clean, dry, and package 
up the LEGOs so that 
other kids can use 
them. Donated LEGOs 
currently go to kids 
involved with Teach for 
America and Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Boston.

Like other toys, games, clothing, and household items, LEGOs can be 
donated to local charities like Goodwill or The Salvation Army. They can 
also be offered to your school or a local Boys & Girls Club or after-school 
program.  

Finding a new home for your unwanted LEGOs will make both you and 
the new owners very happy, which might make it a bit easier to “LEGO” of 
them! 

A Quarterly  
Newsletter of

Photo courtesy of LEGO®





Page 4

HENDRICKS COUNTY SOLID WASTE  
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

104 E. Main Street  
Brownsburg, IN 46112 • (317) 858-6070 

Info@HendricksSolidWaste.com
www.HendricksSolidWaste.com

Earth Day’s special 
anniversary
This April, we will celebrate a very special Earth Day. People of all ages 
in countries around the world will join together to celebrate Earth Day’s 
50th anniversary! Although people may come from different backgrounds 
or have different beliefs, we all share the same planet. It makes sense to 
celebrate everything it provides for us and to care for it together.

Back in 1970, a United States Senator from 
Wisconsin named Gaylord Nelson saw that 

pollution of our air, land, and water was 
growing and becoming a big problem. 
He wanted people to understand why we 

need to take better care of our planet. To help 
raise awareness, he created the first Earth 

Day. He made a difference in a big way. Now 
we celebrate Earth Day all over the world 
each April 22. Communities do things like 

plant trees and gardens and have community 
cleanups to show respect for the planet we all 
share.

You, too, can make a difference for the care 
of our planet. Sometimes you might think you are 

too small or too young to help, but there are plenty of 
things you can do yourself, with your families, and even in your school 
and community to make a difference for our planet. Remember that small 
changes made by small people can make a big difference! Here are some 
ideas:

You can:

	● Pick up litter at your school, in a park, along a creek or river, or beside a 
trail.

	● Turn off the lights when you leave a room empty.
	● Unplug items that are not in use.
	● Make posters for your school or home about where and when to 

recycle.
	● Conserve water by taking shorter showers and turning off the water 

while you brush your teeth.
	● Ride your bike or walk whenever possible.
	● Write a play, poem, or song about our planet and perform it on Earth 

Day.
	● Make cards from reused supplies to wish your friends and family 

members a happy and healthy Earth Day.

You can encourage your family to: 

	● Start composting.
	● Take reusable bags to the store.
	● Carpool to school and activities.
	● Avoid bottled water and instead use a washable, refillable bottle. You 

can use a cup or glass when you are at home.
	● When shopping, buy recycled-content products, like notebooks and 

printer paper.
	● Plant a garden.
	● Replace burned-out light bulbs with energy-saving bulbs, such as LED 

or compact fluorescent bulbs.

You can improve your community:

	● Ask your teacher about vermicomposting (worm composting) in your 
classroom.

	● With your scout troop or club, tour recycling facilities and find out how 
recycling works.

	● Learn about local trees, plants, and wildlife, and lead nature hikes.
	● Help plant and care for school or community gardens.
	● Take part in community cleanup days.

Now go out and celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day by making 
a difference!

Celebrate Earth Day near you
Earth Day, or Earth Month as we like to call it, is a very busy time of year. If 
you are looking for a fun activity to participate in this year, you have lots of 
choices.

Saturday, April 18
Spring Clean-up
The Hendricks County Partnership for 
Water Quality is looking for volunteers 
to help clean up our community. 
Families, scouts, school groups, and all 
others are welcome to help. Trash bags, 
rubber gloves, vests, and hand sanitizer 
will be provided to each team. Contact 
candidonaldson@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Saturday, April 25, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Gardening for All Ages Show
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds
Hendricks County Master Gardeners 
love to teach kids and adults about 
gardening at this free event. Enjoy free 
trees, seed packets, classes, children’s crafts 
and activities, and more! Visit us at the Hendricks County Solid Waste 
Management District booth and learn about the importance of composting 
and grasscycling. We would love to see you there!

Friday, May 1, 4 to 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 2, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
18th Annual Native Plant Sale
Avon Outdoor Learning Center Cabin (behind Maple Elementary)
Hendricks County Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists will be on 
hand to help you choose the right native Indiana plants for your yard and 
land. Please visit their Facebook page for more information.

All year long
Dates, times, and locations vary
The Hendricks County Parks and Recreation Department holds 
numerous educational programs throughout the year. Many of these fun 
activities are great for celebrating Earth Month! Check them out at www.
hendrickscountyparks.org. Please be aware that some programs require 
advanced registration. 

Discover how you can 
make a difference
With the 50th anniversary of 
Earth Day coming up, your 
class or club may be thinking 
about ways to take care of the 
Earth. This is a great time of year 
to learn how your choices at 
home and at school can make a 
positive difference for our planet. 
Are you ready to discover what 
you can do? We can help. We 
have fun, hands-on lessons for 
classes and clubs that explore 
reducing waste, cleaning up 
litter, recycling, composting, and so much more. Don’t forget about our 
Environmental Lending Library! We have environmental books (fiction and 
nonfiction) for every age group. 

Have your teacher or club leader contact Amy Sieferman, Outreach 
Coordinator, at 317-858-6070 to make arrangements. We can’t wait to 
celebrate caring for our planet with you!
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