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Spring 2018

Celebrate Earth 
Day with us!
On May 5, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Avon Outdoor Learning Center, 
the Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District, along with other 
community partners, will be holding a party for the Earth. The event will 
feature make-and-take crafts, reuse artisans, cooking demonstrations, 

games, and a fix-it repair area. 
If your family has broken 

items, you will be able 
to bring them in and 
learn how to repair them 

with the help of handy 
volunteers. A list of items 

acceptable for repair will 
be available soon.

Hendricks County 
Master Gardeners will hold 
the Gardening for All Ages 

show on April 28, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., at the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds. You’ll 

be able to pick up free tree 
seedlings and seed packets. Plus, 

there will be classes and a children’s craft and activities booth!
The Hendricks County Partnership for Water Quality will hold its annual 

Spring Clean Up on April 21. Any and all volunteers are invited to help clean 
up the community. Trash bags, rubber gloves, vests, and hand sanitizer will 
be provided to each team. Contact candidonaldson@yahoo.com to sign up 
or learn more.

The Hendricks County Parks and Recreation Department will be 
holding many programs during the month of April. Check the list at www.
hendrickscountyparks.org. Some programs require advance registration. 

When we keep our planet clean, we keep everyone’s home clean. Learn 
more at www.earthday.org or www.epa.gov/earthday. 

Food rescue!
Did you know that Avon Community schools have been collecting unwanted 
and unopened food from the cafeteria and donating it to those who need it? 
This amazing work was started in 2015 and is keeping unwanted food out of 
the landfill and getting it into hungry hands. 

Students donate milk, fruits and vegetables, and individually wrapped 
items, such as granola bars. Donation containers are placed near the trash 
cans in each school lunch room. Unopened items that students couldn’t eat 
or decided they didn’t want are placed in the donation container instead of 
the trash. Morgan County Food Rescue volunteers come each week to pick 
up items. Some items stay in the schools to be donated through the school 
food pantries. 

The Avon High School Eco Club created a video to explain the program 
to their fellow students. You can check it out on YouTube at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Y3f5YP_6NN8.

During the 2016-17 school year, 7,000 pounds of edible food was rescued 
and diverted from the landfill. Way to go, Avon!

Tox-Away Day
Each year, the District holds Tox-Away 
Days so that families in Hendricks 
County can safely get rid of 
tires, appliances, electronics, 
unwanted medications, and 
hazardous waste. None of 
these items should be mixed 
with household trash. If you 
aren’t sure what hazardous 
waste is, we have an easy trick 
to help you. If your family has 
cleaning supplies, hobby paints and 
glues, pool chemicals, and automobile 

fluids, and they have words like Caution, Warning, 
Danger, or Poison on the labels, the products 

inside can’t go in the trash. If the bottles, 
jugs, or cans are totally empty, the 

empty containers go into the trash 
(not the recycling). If they aren’t 
empty, you have hazardous waste 
and your family can drop it off at a 

Tox-Away Day. 
The first Tox-Away Day 

of 2018 will be held on April 
7, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

at Brownsburg High 
School. Tell your parents 
about this event. For 

more information about 
acceptable items and fees, 

as well as additional Tox-Away 
dates this year, visit our website, 

www.HendricksSolidWaste.com.
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Who’s the expert now?
You probably know a lot about recycling. Are you the recycling expert in 
your family? Would you like to be? Read on to learn more.

First, you should know why recycling is important. Here are our top 
five reasons to recycle:

• Recycling saves energy.
• Recycling conserves natural resources.
• Recycling reduces air and water pollution.
• Recycling helps create manufacturing jobs.
• Recycling protects the environment for 

future generations.

Second, know what materials we 
accept locally. You can recycle:

• Aluminum beverage cans 
• Steel food cans
• Plastic bottles, jugs, jars, and 

tubs (NO polystyrene, often 
called “Styrofoam”)

• Glass bottles and jars — green, 
clear, and brown container glass 
only

• Corrugated cardboard
• Paperboard, such as empty 

cereal, shoe, and gift boxes
• Newspaper
• Magazines and catalogs
• Junk mail, printer paper, and school 

papers
• Paperback books and phone books
• Drink and soup cartons

Third, prepare your recyclables 
correctly. Bottles, jugs, jars, and cans 
should be emptied and rinsed. Make 
sure paper products are clean and 
dry (no pizza boxes!). Flatten boxes 
before recycling.

Fourth, you need to know what 
does NOT belong with your recycling. 
Contaminating your recycling can 
cause lots of problems. Sometimes, 
unacceptable materials can even ruin 
an entire batch of recyclables at the 
processing center. Please don’t put 
these items into recycling bins because 
we don’t accept them: plastic toys, 
electronics, polystyrene, dishes, and trash bags. Plastic shopping bags and 
film wrap from things like cases of water bottles are accepted at grocery 
and department stores with bag recycling bins. Don’t put plastic bags into 
curbside or drop-off bins!

Finally, place recyclables into recycling bins. Curbside recycling is 
available in Avon, Brownsburg, 
Plainfield, Danville, Pittsboro, 
and North Salem through 

local haulers. The District also 
operates four recycling drop-
off centers: Lizton (177 W. 
Main Street), Stilesville (5745 

US 40), Coatesville (50409 
Mill Street), and North Salem 
(7 Pearl W. Street).

Now who is the recycling 
expert? You? Yes, you!

Litter in the can,  
not on the ground
Walking down the street or school hallways, you may notice small pieces 
of litter lying around. While one piece of litter 
may not seem like a big deal, it can lead to big 
problems. According to Keep America Beautiful, 
people are more likely to drop litter where they see 
other litter on the ground. Once an area becomes 
littered, more and more litter is likely to pile up 
until it becomes a nasty mess.

Litter doesn’t just make an area look messy; 
it can actually be harmful to people and 
animals. Litter can clog storm drains 
and pollute streams, rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. Animals can mistake litter 
for food and eat something harmful 
to them. So that one candy wrapper 
that you drop on the playground may 
cause serious problems!

Here are some tips to prevent 
and reduce litter:

• Don’t litter! 
• Make sure the lids are 

closed on curbside trash 
and recycling containers. 

• Pick up litter. 
• Organize a litter cleanup at 

school, at a park, or in your 
neighborhood. 

We have a fun program called “Litter: Pick It Up, Don’t Pass It Up!” We 
discuss what litter is and how to prevent it. If we have time, we even do a 
litter cleanup with your group.

Spring greening
As the grass greens up and the trees sprout new leaves, you may feel new 
energy as you move out of winter and into spring. This is a great time to 
add more green to your classroom!

Our educator would love to come and speak to your class, eco-club, 
scout group, or 4-H group. We would be happy 
to share any of our fun, hands-on 
programs. We also have materials 
to loan to leaders and teachers 
who would like to explore 
recycling in club or classroom 
activities. Don’t forget 
about our Environmental 
Lending Library! We have 
environmental books for 
every age group. With 
questions about our programs 
or to schedule a visit, ask your 
teacher or leader to contact 
Amy Sieferman, Outreach 
Coordinator, at 317-858-6070. 
Remind your teacher that we get busy around Earth Day in April. 

We hope to see you soon. Happy spring!

Contaminate – verb  – 
To spoil or make unfit 
for use

Litter – noun – Bits 
and pieces of trash 
left outside or not 
properly disposed
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