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Come see us  
at the fair
Join us on Sunday, July 16, at the Hendricks County 4-H Fair for 
Recycling Night! Enjoy a concert by The Deep Fried Pickle Project, 
which offers tub and washboard music with a twist because all of 
their instruments are made from trash items. Of course, we will also 
be there to answer all of your recycling questions. And don’t forget 
to bring your own reusable water bottle and refill it at our water 
bottle refill station located in the Expo Hall.

Time to cut out the waste
The summer months bring carefree days of playtime with friends, 
vacations, camps, visits to grandparents, and family fun. But before 
you head out the door on the last day of school, you’ll need to help 
your teacher clean and organize the classroom for next year. This 

big, year-end cleanup can create mounds of 
waste, but it doesn’t have to be that way. Let’s 

explore ideas about how to reduce waste, 
recycle old items, and reuse supplies for a 
greener end to the school year.

There will be trash to throw away on 
the last day of school, but do everything 

you can to reduce the amount. 
Instead of using disposable 

wipes and paper towels to 
clean your desk, use dish soap, 

water, and washable rags. 
You may have to use 
some elbow grease, 
but your hard work 
will cut down on 
wipes, chemicals, and 

paper towels in the trash. 
Separate reusable paper from 

old notebooks, binders, and folders, and recycle what can’t be 
reused. You can also recycle other items, such as the forgotten 
plastic water bottles you find in your locker and rinsed glue 

bottles. Be sure to empty bottles before they go into the recycling 
bin.

You will be able to keep some items for reuse. That notebook 
paper with one or both sides still blank is great for sketching, 
writing notes and lists, keeping track of game scores, or writing 
stories during the summer. The storybooks and unused workbooks 
that won’t be needed next year can be donated to younger kids 
for playing school or to a used bookstore or an organization that 
accepts books. 

Don’t throw out that backpack. When you get home, use the 
vacuum to get bits of trash out of the corners and then wipe it 
well inside and out with a damp cloth. Then hang it somewhere 

convenient to use all summer. You can pack it for quick overnight 
trips or for a trip to the pool or beach. It will be easy to grab and use 
again for school in the fall. 

There are many other supplies that can be used again next year, 
saving your parents money and time in the fall. Use a special bag 
or box to collect still-usable pencils, pens, erasers, rulers, markers, 
crayons, notecards, and other supplies. Keep the box or bag 
somewhere that you won’t forget and go through it before school 
shopping at the end of summer.

Finally, don’t forget the outside areas around your school. Ask 
your teacher if you and the class can do a playground cleanup. 
Throw away litter, recycle anything that can go into the recycling 
bin, and tidy up the area before leaving for summer. 

If your school is planning an end-of-the-year recycling event, 
please call us at 317-858-6070! We have recycling containers to loan 
to your school, and we can even lend a hand. 

What are your plans this summer? Maybe you’ll be playing 
outdoors, building a fort, kicking around a soccer ball, shooting 
some hoops, or just watching the clouds. Maybe you’ll be checking 
out a stack of new books from the library. Maybe you’ll be going to 
camp or working on a Scout or 4-H project. Whatever your plans, 
don’t forget about us! We don’t just visit schools; we also love to 
visit Scout troops, 4-H clubs, day camps, parks programs, and 
neighborhood groups. 

Contact Amy Sieferman, Outreach Coordinator, at 317-858-6070 
for the “Scoop on Summer Fun.” She can show you how to make 
coffee can ice cream, learn about pop bottle science, create your 
own paper, or participate in recycling games this summer.

Your summer break from school is also a great time to try a 
new project. The District has an awesome lending library filled 
with environmental picture books, activity books, chapter books, 
reference materials, games, and even a few movies. Pop into the 
office, which just happens to be in the old Carnegie Library building 
in Brownsburg, anytime to check out materials.
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Tox-Away Days
If your family missed our April Tox-Away Day in Brownsburg, you 
still have a chance to drop off your household hazardous chemicals, 
electronics, tires, appliances, and unwanted medications. Mark your 
family calendar for these Tox-Away Days:

l May 20 – Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main Street, 
Danville

l July 29 – Hickory Elementary School, 907 Avon Avenue, Avon

l September 16 – Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
Street, Danville

l October 21 – Plainfield Middle School, 985 S. Longfellow Drive, 
Plainfield

E-waste of space
We have all heard that we should not waste things like food, 
electricity, water, and time. However, many people waste something 
else that we don’t always talk about — space. How many spaces in 
your home are filled with things that you no longer use because 
they have been replaced or broken? Among the things wasting 
space are electronic gadgets and their various parts. We are 
informed and entertained by electronic devices like computers 
with their keyboards, printers, mice, and monitors, game systems 
and controllers, e-readers, tablets, music players, cell phones, DVD 
players, laptop computers, earbuds, and speakers. 

When you replace older electronics, they shouldn’t go into the 
trash. They contain harmful chemicals that can hurt our earth, and 
they also contain parts that can be used for other purposes. Plastic, 
metal, and glass from old devices can be reused to make new ones. 
Even if you never throw old electronic gadgets into the trash, you 
might have them piled on shelves or stuffed into drawers, wasting 
space that could be used for other things.

Computers and electronics can be recycled at our Tox-Away Days 
this summer. There are fees for TVs only: $20 for smaller, tabletop 
TVs and $25 for larger TVs.

Tires are for playgrounds, 
not piles
Each year, 26% of discarded tires are ground up for use as new 
surfaces for athletic fields, running tracks, playgrounds, or 
roadways. Another 62% of tires are turned into other useful products 
or used as fuel. If 88% of tires are reused and recycled, then the other 
12% are not. With 246.43 million tires discarded each year, that 12% 
amounts to 29.6 million tires being dumped or sent to landfills. 
That’s a lot of tires that we could be recycling! 

Tires that aren’t recycled may end up in illegal tire piles, which 
can be very dangerous. Standing tires provide a watery home for 
mosquitoes, which can carry the West Nile Virus and other diseases. 
Tire piles that catch fire can burn for long periods of time, releasing 
heavy, black smoke and leaving an oily film on the soil. That isn’t 
good for people or the planet!

Doesn’t a playground or running track or sports field made from 
tires sound better than a nasty pile? Be sure that your family’s used 
tires are recycled. When your parents buy replacement tires, the tire 
store will recycle the old tires for you. You can also drop off used tires 
at our Tox-Away Days. The first six passenger car tires are free and 
then there is a $2 fee for each additional tire. Each household can 
drop off up to 12 passenger car tires per event. The first two truck or 
tractor tires are free; there is a fee of $6 for each additional tire of this 
size. Each household can drop off up to six truck or tractor tires per 
event.

Beyond the 
basics
Most of us are fortunate to have all of our basic needs met. We are 
fed, clothed, clean, and comfortable. Have you thought much about 
the machines in our homes that keep us healthy, comfy, and clean? 
Maybe you help with the laundry, the cooking, or the cleaning. If so, 
then you have spent some time with the clothes washer and dryer, 
the refrigerator, the stove, and the dishwasher. Behind the scenes, a 
water heater provides warm water for washing dishes and a furnace 
keeps you warm in winter. You may also have an air conditioner that 
keeps you cool in the summer. What happens when one of these 
appliances is too old to work well or quits working completely?

When it’s time to replace an older appliance that still works, 
some organizations will accept it as a donation to help someone less 
fortunate. Your parents may also choose to sell their old appliances. 
If it no longer works, its parts can be recycled. 

Appliances can be recycled at the District’s Tox-Away Days. The 
fee is $5 each for appliance like microwaves, blenders, or ovens. 
Refrigerators, freezers, and dehumidifiers contain liquid refrigerants 
called Freon. These require special handling, so the recycling fee is 
$10 each.
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